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Donors and Partners

Philanthropies, CSR Foundations, and other Funding Partners

We are deeply grateful to our supporters, whose 
commitment over the past years has helped us 
strengthen pastoralist livelihoods, rights, and 
ecosystems. Their flexibility in how funds are 

used, coupled with their active engagement, 
has allowed us to respond to community priori-
ties and stay true to the realities on the ground.

Government 

Azim Premji Foundation 

Central Sheep and Wool 
Research Institute

Bajaj Finserv

Central Wool 
Development Board

British Council

Department of Animal Husbandry, 
Government of Gujarat

Darwin Initiative - WWF UK

Department of Animal 
Husbandry, Karnataka

Dasra

Gujarat Forest 
Department

Donald and Lucy Peck

Gujarat Sheep and Wool 
Development Corporation

Eicher Motors 

Himachal Pradesh 
Forest Department

Ford Foundation 

Indira Gandhi National Centre 
for the Arts (IGNCA), Bengaluru

Global Initiative Resilience Fund

Kamdhenu University, 
Gandhinagar

Microland Foundation Rainmatter Foundation

Ministry of Culture, 
Government of India

Rohini Nilekani Philanthropies

Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change of India

Samāgata Foundation

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry & Dairying

Titan Company Limited 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

The Greencliffe Foundation

Mukhyamantri Laghu Evam 
Kutir Udyam Vikas Board, 

Jharkhand

The Habitats Trust 

NBAGR Uttarakhand State Legal 
Services Authority

Karnataka Sheep and Wool 
Development Corporation
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Research & Academia

Programme Partners 

Networks

Industry Partners 

ATREE

Sarhad Dairy 

Indian School of Business

Sursagar Cooperative Dairy 

Kranti Guru Shyamji Krishna 
Kachcch University

NCBS Shiv Nadar University Shristi Manipal Institute of Art 
Design and Technology

WWF - India

Climate RISE Alliance Desi Oon Hub Ecological Restoration Alliance

International Union for 
Conservation of Nature, IUCN

Kachcch Navnirman 
Abhiyan

Lantana Collective

Living Labs Network

Kalpvriksh 

Agrocel Industries Limited 

Rainfed Livestock Network

Amul 

Revitalising Rainfed Agriculture 

Royal Enfield 

Anthra Asar

ATREE

Avani Bakkarwal Crafts

Bandipora Weavers 
Producer Co.

Chandra Marti Evam Bal 
Kalyan Samiti 

CEPT  Bombay Natural History Society

Centre for People’s Collective Chubako

CONARE

Cotton Rack Dakhni Diaries ELDF

DUSTUDIO

Earthen Tunes

Future Greens

FES (Foundation for Ecological 
Security)
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Gaderia Mahasabha

Shepherds of Himalayas
Ghongadi.com

The Color Caravan
Go Do Good

Triveni Kala Sangam, New Delhi

Hunnarshala
Urmul Setu

Janastu
Vankar Shamji Vishram

Kambl
WASSAN

Khamir
Zapurza Museum Pune

Kullvi Whims LIVE Foundation

Living Labs Network Looms of Ladakh Maati Sangathan

Manthan Yuva Sansthan Miyar Mufflers Norbu / Its All Folk

Pal Yuva Sangh

Peoli Quest Alliance

Rangsutra Samakhya Sustainable Alter-
natives / Urmul Desert Crafts

Setu Abhiyan

Community Based Organisations

Amrabad Poda Laxmi 
Govu Sangham

Banni Pashu Uchherak 
Maldhari Sangatan (BPUMS)

Ghenta Bakra Maldhari 
Sangathan (GBUMS)

Himachal Pradesh Ghumantu 
Pashupalak Mahasabha

Kachchh Unth Uchherak 
Maldhari Sangathan

Halari Pashu Uchherak 
Maldhari Trust

Surendranagar Ghenta-Bakra 
Maldhari Sangathan

Van Gujjar Tribal Yuva 
Sangathan

Panchal Dairy

Varaha Satvik Promoting 
Ecological Farming
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Sahjeevan's Board

He is an architect, conservationist and institution builder who has spent 
the last 3 decades in Kachchh, Gujarat, working with communities to 
enhance their livelihoods and improve the quality of their environments. 
Over the years he has helped set up four organisations in the region, 
including Sahjeevan; Arid Communities and Technologies, which focuses 
on water in all its dimensions; Satvik, for ecological farming; and the 
Hunnarshala Foundation, anon-profit working towards sustainable 
human habitation. Sandeep is on the board of a large number of 
organisations; he is CfP’s founder mentor and is actively involved in all 
of the organisation’s work.

He is the founder of Janvikas, an NGO whose programmes led to the 
establishment of Sahjeevan. He is an institution development expert and 
human rights activist and has played a crucial role in setting up many 
organisations, including Kachchh Mahila Vikas Sangathan, Drishti Media 
Arts and Culture, Centre for Social Justice and ECONET. He is a highly 
respected trainer on organisational development, project planning and 
evaluation and has co-authored two books, ‘Reconstructing Gender 
towards Collaboration’ and ‘Right to Free Legal Aid’. Gagan has a 
bachelor’s degree in economics and statistics from St. Xavier’s College, 
Ahmedabad and a master’s degree in social work from MSU Baroda.

He has over 35 years of experience working on rural livelihoods and 
community-based natural resource management. He has worked on 
several watershed developments, climate-resilient agriculture and 
livelihoods programmes, and has supported over a hundred CSOs and 
FPOs on strategies, implementation systems and managed result chains, 
including capacity-building in those areas. He is on many governing 
boards, including Grass Roots Action for Social Participation, Aurangabad 
(GRASP), Marathwada Sheti Sahayya Mandal, Jalna (MSSM) and Society 
for Action in Community Health, New Delhi (SACH). Yugandhar holds a 
master’s degree in management from the Indian Institute of Management 
and a B.Tech from Punjabrao Krishi Vidyapeeth, Akola. 

Sandeep Virmani
President

Gagan Sethi
Vice President 
till August 2024

Yugandhar Mandvekar
Executive Secretary

Sushma Iyengar is a social worker and educator. In the past three decades she 
has led transformative action with marginalized communities in the area of 
gender justice, indigenous cultures, cultural livelihoods, local governance, and 
post-disaster rehabilitation. Based in Kutch, she is also the lead curator of the 
exhibition ‘Living Lightly - Journeys with Pastoralists’ - an outcome of her long-
standing interest in and experience with indigenous communities, including 
nomadic pastoralists.

A strong community mobiliser, organiser and trainer, Krupa has 23 years of 
experience in strengthening local communities on gender perspectives and 
building community-based organisations to manage natural resources and 
traditional livelihoods. She has made significant contributions to resolving 
issues of water scarcity. She holds a bachelor’s degree in mathematics from 
Gujarat University, a bachelor’s in education and a post graduate diploma 
in ecology and environment from the Indian Institute of Ecology and 
Environment, New Delhi.

He served as Sahjeevan’s CEO for many years where he was instrumental 
in conceptualising and developing much of its current work. He is the 
director of Watershed Support Services and Activities Network (WASSAN), 
where he oversees the RRA Network hub and the livestock programme. He 
has extensive experience as a researcher and a development professional. 
His areas of interest include sustainable agriculture, pastoralism, water 
and natural resource management, livelihood promotion, institution 
building, and policy advocacy. 

She is a professor at Shiv Nadar University with research and teaching 
experience of close to 30 years. Her research interests are centred on the 
relationship between knowledge and economic development, specifically 
in agricultural and rural contexts. Equipped with a multidisciplinary 
education and social commitment to equitable and sustainable 
development, she undertakes individual and collaborative research 
projects and is part of various strategic knowledge alliances with partners 
in academia, civil society, industry and the state.

Dr. Devinder Kumar Sadana is an eminent scientist who has an extensive 
research and teaching experience of 31 years. His work includes some 
of the most significant contributions to the arena of Characterization of 
defined and lesser known livestock breeds and populations of India. He 
has worked as principal scientist with renowned organizations such as 
NDRI and NBAGR.He has been guiding several PhD and MSc Scholars 
and been a trainer at several international organizations. He is also a 
respected author and has several publications to his credit.

Sushma Iyengar, 
Trustee since 
September 2024

Krupa Dholakia
Trustee

Dr. Sabyasachi Das
Trustee

Dr. Rajeshwari Raina
Trustee

Dr. Devinder Kumar 
Sadana
Trustee
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Steering Committee 
members Biodiversity

India’s foremost conservationist and an ornithologist, Asad Rahmani obtained 
a doctorate degree from AMU, with his thesis on Fish’s Olfactory Organ. 
For almost a decade, he worked exhaustively on endangered species, bird 
migration, and the Great Indian bustard. In a career spanning 40 years at 
Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), he served as the Director from 
1997- 2015 and later Senior Scientific Adviser from August 2015 to July 2017. 
Asad Rahmani was Chairman, Department of Wildlife Sciences for six years 
and also Scientific Consultant to the Corbett Foundation and Hem Chandra 
Mahindra Trust. Rahmani also served as Global Council member of Bird Life 
International, UK and Chairman, Birdlife Asia Council (2006-2013). He has 
been awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by Vasundhara, Pune, and 
Member of Honour by Birdlife International, UK.

Dr. Ambika Aiyadurai is an environmental anthropologist studying human–
animal relations and people–nature dynamics in the Indian Himalayas. Her 
long-term research with indigenous communities, especially the Mishmi of 
Arunachal Pradesh, explores how local worldviews and global forces shape 
collaboration and conflict in conservation. Trained in wildlife sciences 
(Wildlife Institute of India) and anthropology (University College London), she 
holds a PhD in Anthropology from the National University of Singapore.

With over three decades of experience across India’s diverse ecosystems—
from the Western Ghats and Himalayas to the arid landscapes of Gujarat and 
Rajasthan—Dr. Joshua has worked on species-specific studies (elephants, 
lions, giant squirrels, butterflies, birds, reptiles, and amphibians) as well 
as large-scale habitat assessments. His expertise spans wildlife biology, 
ecological restoration, biodiversity documentation, watershed management, 
and conservation planning. He has also taught ecology and biodiversity at 
the Wildlife Institute of India and other institutions, and continues to focus on 
strengthening community participation in conservation.

Dr. Asad Rahmani 

Dr. Ambika Aiyadurai 

Dr. Justus Joshua 

Sandeep Virmani 

He is an architect, conservationist and institution builder who has spent the 
last 3 decades in Kachchh, Gujarat, working with communities to enhance their 
livelihoods and improve the quality of their environments. Over the years he 
has helped set up four organisations in the region, including Sahjeevan; Arid 
Communities and Technologies, which focuses on water in all its dimensions; 
Satvik, for ecological farming; and the Hunnarshala Foundation, anon-profit 
working towards sustainable human habitation. Sandeep is on the board of 
a large number of organisations; he is CfP’s founder mentor and is actively 
involved in all of the organisation’s work.

Administration
Kavita Mehta ( Executive Director)
Nimish Gor  (HR & Administration)
Dhara Pithadia (HR & Governance) 
Valji Jepal (Office Assistant)

Community Institutions, Livestock Health
and Breed Conservation
Ramesh Bhatti ( Programme Director)
Bharati Sanjot ( Programme Coordinator)
Kiran Patel ( Programme Coordinator)
Sandip Kanojiya ( Project Coordinator)
Narendra Nandaniya ( Project Coordinator)
Mahesh Garva ( Project Coordinator)
Jabbar Sama ( Project Coordinator)
Jayesh Paraliya ( Project Coordinator)
Suresh Kuvadiya ( Project Coordinator)
Parbat Parmar ( Project Coordinator)
Savita Batta ( Assistant Project Coordinator)
Ankita Kathecha ( Assistant Project Coordinator)

Biodiversity
Ritesh Pokar ( Programme Coordinator)
Khyati Thacker ( Project Coordinator)
Mansi Gor ( Project Coordinator )
Malaika Chawla ( Project Coordinator)
Abhinav Rajan ( Project Coordinator)

Resource Rights
Vishwa Thacker (Project Coordinator)
Pratap Chavda ( Project Coordinator)

Sahjeevan team

Livelihoods
Aslam Palani (Programme Coordinator)
Kheraj Maheshwari (Field Coordinator)

Communications
Girbani Dutta (Communication Lead)

Finance
Bishwash Tiwari (Chief Finance Officer)
Dipika Thacker (Accountant)
Trijal Chhaya (Account Assistant) 
Muneerahmed Memon (Account Assistant)

Support staff
Bhavna Barot ( Pantry Staff )
Navin Bhanushali ( Driver)
NarendraSinh Sodha (Driver)
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CfP’s Steering Committee
CfP is guided by a Steering Committee responsible for programmatic and 
financial oversight of the unit housed within Sahjeevan. This five-member 
body serves a three-year term and convenes once every four months.

She is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Padmabhushan 
for her contribution to India’s dairy sector. She headed the National 
Dairy Development Board, which led the world’s biggest dairy 
development program - Operation Flood, from1998 to 2014. She is the 
founder of the Foundation for Ecological Security (FES) and is currently 
a member of its Governing Board. She is also the Former Chairperson 
of Shree Krishna Hospital, Anand.

She is currently at the National Centre for Biological Sciences, Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research where she serves as Director of 
the Wildlife Biology and Conservation Program. She is particularly 
interested in the history, ecology, function and conservation of tropical 
savannas, forests and grasslands. Current work includes paleo-history 
and functional ecology of Asian savannas and grasslands and long-term 
monitoring of Asian tropical forests and savannas.

He is an author, an empanelled arbiter, and senior strategy advisor 
withZydus Life Sciences Group and Jubilant Bhartia Group. He has 
45 years of work experience with corporates in India, Africa and the 
USA. He is a Member of the National Executive Committee FICCI, and 
Chair, FICCI Gujarat since 2010. He currently chairs FICCI Gujarat’s 
Social Compact Committee (2021-22) for improving labour standards. 
He is also involved with two global organisations- WEF Geneva’s 
Shapers Initiative and The Value Web and serves on the board of 
several organisations within and outside India. He is the recipient of 
several awards, including the Outstanding Contribution to National 
Development in 2014.

Dr. Amrita Patel

Dr. Jayashree Ratnam

Sunil Parekh

He is an architect, conservationist and institution builder who 
has spent the last 3 decades in Kachchh, Gujarat, working with 
communities to enhance their livelihoods and improve the quality 
of their environments. Over the years he has helped set up four 
organisations in the region, including Sahjeevan; Arid Communities 
and Technologies, which focuses on water in all its dimensions; Satvik, 
for ecological farming; and the Hunnarshala Foundation, anon-profit 
working towards sustainable human habitation. Sandeep is on the 
board of a large number of organisations; he is CfP’s founder mentor 
and is actively involved in all of the organisation’s work.

She is the Founder of Dastkari Haat Samiti, the remarkable space 
in Central Delhi that hosts and showcases the work of craftspeople 
from across the country. She is a passionate advocate for crafts 
people and has spent decades working to enhance their visibility 
and identify means by which they might have improved access to 
mainstream markets. She has authored numerous books on Indian 
crafts and has curated shows all over the world. Jayaji was the 
former President of the Samata Party.

Jaya Jaitly

Sandeep Virmani
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CfP 

Administration
Vasant Saberwal (Director)
Akash Naoghare (Coordinator)
Mohammed Shahid (Administrator)

Accounts
Syed Kashif Raza (Accounts Associate)

Support Staff
Ramashankar (Office Staff)

Forest rights act
Rituja Mitra (National Coordinator)
Amit Rathi (Uttarakhand Coordinator)
Amiya Walia (Research Associate)
Raghav Srivastava (Research Associate)
Nausheen Akhtar (FRA Coordinator)

Livelihoods
Riya Sequeira Shetty (Wool Anchor)
Richa Keshri (Junior Coordinator)
Rahul Noble Singh (Strategic Advisor)

Research
Aniruddh Sheth (Research Coordinator)
Shital Devidas Sangewar (Associate 
Cartographer)
Rudre Malik(Associate Cartographer)
Priya Rajput (Post-Doctoral Researcher)
Deepika Chhetri (Project Lead - Arunachal 
Pradesh)
Chamba Tsetan (Project Lead - Ladakh)
Vidur Datt (Field Researcher)
Yash Ketkar (Lead Cartographer)
Ajinkya Ukey (Maharashtra Coordinator)
Emmanuel Theophilus (Project Anchor)
Narain Nitwal (Field Staff)
Mahendar Singh (Field Staff)
Prem Rana (Field Staff)
Trilok Rana (Field Staff)

Policy Advocacy
Ramesh Bhatti
Ankita Marwaha

Living Lightly
Sushma Iyengar (Lead Curator)
Tatsama Motilal (Co-ordinator) 
Priyashri Mani (Curatorial Team)
Khyati Vinod (Designer)
Komal Jain (Associate Curator)
Gauri Subbarammu (Intern/Designer)

Communications
Sarita Sundar (Thematic Strategist)
Tanya Maheshwari (Coordinator)
Nehla Salil (Communications Associate; Jan-March 
2024)
Sayali Kute (Graphic Designer)
Sayan Biswas (Graphic Designer)
Mahadevan Ramaswamy (Communications 
Consultant)

Capacity Building 
Over the years, our teams invested in strengthening 
their own capacities while taking pastoralist 
knowledge into wider dialogues. From focused 
trainings to global forums, these engagements built 
skills, shaped conversations, and amplified pastoralist 
perspectives

•	 Tango Performance Course (Timshel) – Dhara 
Pithadia | Built accountability through trust and 
transparency.

•	 Self-Leadership (Oasis Valleys) – Dhara Pithadia, 
Kavita Mehta | Reflected on value-based work 
culture

•	 Communication for Social Impact (Ahmedabad 
Management Association) – Aslam Palani, Rohan 
Shinde | Enhanced communication tools for social 
initiatives.

•	 Leverage Change (DESTA) – Vishwa Thacker, 
Sandip Kanojiya | Applied systems thinking to 
complex challenges.

•	 PoSH Essentials (Navjivan Centre for Development) 
– Bharti Nanjar, Mansi Gor | Strengthened 
workplace safety and compliance.

Workshops, Seminars & Conferences

•	 Ajab Gajab Bazaar (Shabd Shala) – Abhinav Rajan, 
Malaika Mathew Chawla, Savita Batta, Ankita 
Kathecha, Kiran Patel, Suresh Kuvadiya | Sessions 
blending ecology, art, and Kabir’s poetry.

•	 Himalaya Initiative Partners’ Consultation (ATREE) 
– Vasant Saberwal | Regional collaboration on 
Himalayan policy and research.

•	 Cambridge Mongolia Forum, Ulaanbaatar – 
Aniruddh Sheth | CfP’s pastoralism research 
programme.

•	 Exploring Social & Historical Dimensions of 
Conservation (NCF) – Vidur Datt, Amiya Walia | 
Histories and practices of conservation.

•	 FRA Convergences Training (TISS, Mumbai) – Amiya 
Waliya, Rituja, Ajinkya, Abbey.

•	 Living Lightly Conference (NCBS, Bengaluru) 
– Vidur Datt | Paper on “Transhumant 
Contemporaneity.”

•	 Govt. of Karnataka Consultation – Living Lightly 
Utsav 2025 – Aniruddh Sheth, Yash Ketkar | Grazing 
route mapping for state policy.

•	 Oxford Interdisciplinary Desert Conference 
(Oxford University) – Aniruddh Sheth | Paper on the 
political economy of pastoralism.

•	 Seminar Talk (SOAS, London) – Aniruddh Sheth | 
Pastoral transitions research.

•	 National Seed Festival – Beejotsav (Maharashtra) – 
Rituja Mitra | Pastoralist–farmer relationships.

•	 Conference on Natural Resource Management 
& Restoration (Restoration Hub) – Rituja Mitra | 
Restoration of pastoral landscapes.

•	 India Land Development Conference (Landstack) 
– Amanat Ali, Suleman Lodha | Community 
stewardship in climate action.

•	 Forests, Stewardship & PES Markets Workshop 
(Landstack) – Amiya Waliya | Case study on Van 
Gujjar stewardship.

•	 National Workshop on Forest Governance (TISS, 
Mumbai) – Sushupti.

•	 Deccan Consultation (CfP) – Pastoralists, officials, 
researchers | Rights, tenure, forage access.

•	 Restoring Natural Ecologies (Ecological 
Restoration Alliance) – Khyati Thacker, Rohan 
Shinde | Restoration strategies.

•	 Common Grounds: Inclusive Energy Transition 
(CEEP) – Khyati Thacker, Ritesh Pokar | Biodiversity 
and inclusive energy futures.

•	 Living Lightly Conference (NCBS, Bengluru) - 
Malaika Mathew Chawla | “Interactions between 
wolves and Pastoralists in Surendranagar 
Landscape”

•	 Webinar Series – University of Greenwich, UK, 
England - Kavita Mehta  |  talk on “Pastoralism in 
India, current challenges and way forward”

Learning, Dialogue and Impact
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Publications
This year’s research outputs spanned journals, national 
conferences and community platforms. Together, they 
reinforced pastoralism’s relevance to ecology, policy 
and livelihoods

•	 Restoring the Banni Grasslands – Thacker, Nanjar, 
Singh | Proceedings of the 12th International 
Rangeland Congress.

•	 Interactions between wolves and Pastoralists 
in Surendranagar Landscape, Gujarat.– Chawla, 
Kuvadiya | Presented at Living Lightly Conference.

•	 Restoration Strategies: Removing Senna uniflora – 
Thacker, Chhatbar, Chawla, Kuvadiya | Ecological 
Restoration Alliance.

•	 Commiphora shankarsinhiana – A New Species 
from Gujarat – Thacker, Joshi P., Joshi E., Rajput, 
Vasava | Published in Rheedea.

•	 Glory Days, Last Gasp or Somewhere in Between – 
Sheth, Saberwal | Submitted to Bahá’í Chair, DAVV.

•	 Towards Greener Pastures – Sheth, Kohli, Ratnam, 
Saberwal, Sankaran | Accepted in Economic and 
Political Weekly.

•	 Pastoralism and Himalayan Forests – Sheth, 
Saberwal, Ketkar, Thadani | Forthcoming book 
chapter.

•	 Steppes and Skylines – Sheth | Blog for Oxford 
University.

•	 Sustainable Pastoralism amid Climate Change – 
Priya Rajput | Published in GeoJournal (2024).

•	 Counter-mapping the Forest – Suleman, Amiya, 
Hamja | Presented at India Land Development 

Interns/ Fellows knowledge 
building and contribution 

Sr.no. Name University / College Project they worked on

1 Sreekanth Sanjay India Fellowship Program Wool as an Agree Input

2 Rohan Shinde India Fellowship Program Biochar Project

3 Divyajyoti Ganguly Jaikrishna Indraji Thaker 
Fellowship

Understanding the socio-economic status 
and socio-ecological interactions of 
the Vada Koli community of the Banni 
grasslands, Kutch, Gujarat”

Sr.no. Name University / College Project they worked on

1 Akshat Kumar Independent Worked on mapping pastoralist 
routes in Surendranagar.

2 Dhirendra Kumar Azim Premji University, Bangalore Worked on developing cluster 
profiles across Western Kacchch, 
Eastern Kacchch, and Saurashtra.

3 Bipin Kumar Azim Premji University, Bangalore Worked on developing cluster 
profiles across Western Kacchch, 
Eastern Kacchch, and Saurashtra.

4 Rajeev Ranjan Kumar Azim Premji University, Bangalore Worked on developing cluster 
profiles across Western Kacchch, 
Eastern Kacchch, and Saurashtra.

5 Rohit Kumar Azim Premji University, Bangalore Worked on developing cluster 
profiles across Western Kacchch, 
Eastern Kacchch, and Saurashtra.

6 Sohit Kumar Azim Premji University, Bangalore Worked on developing cluster 
profiles across Western Kacchch, 
Eastern Kacchch, and Saurashtra.

7 Thrupti Vora Nirma University, Ahmedabad Gained organisational governance 
and administrative experience. 

8 Ritika Sharma Savitri Bhai Phule University, Pune Worked on legal documentation, 
grazing access, and assisted with 
Living Lightly FRA consultation.

9 Sushupti Kalbande IIT Gandhinagar Assisted with Living Lightly FRA 
consulted and the CFR management 
plans in Himachal Pradesh.  

10 Aditi Purnima Bandu Fergusson College, Pune Assisted with the Living Lightly FRA 
Consultation.

11 Ambika Subramaniam Mount Carmel College, Bangalore Assisted with the Living Lightly FRA 
Consultation.

12 Gagan Holkar National Institute of Design, Bhopal Designed a technical document on 
the use of goat hair and manure in 
sustainable agriculture.

9 Yashika Bhutani Chitkara University, Chandvigarh

Interns hosted
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Sr.no. Name University / College Project they worked on

10 Aditi Purnima Bandu Fergusson College, Pune Assisted with the Living Lightly FRA 
Consultation.

11 Ambika Subramaniam Mount Carmel College, 
Bangalore

Assisted with the Living Lightly FRA 
Consultation.

12 Gagan Holkar National Institute of Design, 
Bhopal 

Designed a technical document on the use 
of goat hair and manure in sustainable 
agriculture.

13 Yashika Bhutani Chitkara University, 
Chandigarh

Assisted in the development of the 
CfP Merchandise platform, along with 
designing various collaterals for social 
media. 

14 Dharini Padh National Institute of Design, 
Ahmedabad

Developed two children’s books on the 
unique linguistic and cultural registers of 
Pastoralists. 

15 Jinoodhaya SS Woxen University, 
Hyderabad

16 Yashita Bajaj TERI, New Delhi Assisted in developing cartographic 
outputs for research initiatives

17 Shanehil Borah Shaheed Sukhdev College of 
Business Studies (University 
of Delhi)

18 Kajal Mahla The Maharaja Sayajirao 
University of Baroda

Worked on documenting ethno-medicinal 
practices in Western Kachchh.

19 Navin Suthar The Maharaja Sayajirao 
University of Baroda

Worked on documenting floral 
composition in the four Rakhals (Reserve 
forests) of Lakhpat.

7

8 Worked on documenting floral 
composition in the four Rakhals (Reserve 
forests) of Lakhpat.

9

BMC – Biodiversity Management Committee
Village-level institutions under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 that 
document biodiversity and develop conservation plans.

PBR – People’s Biodiversity Register
Community-prepared registers documenting species, seasonal 
resource use, and traditional ecological knowledge.

CFR – Community Forest Rights
Legal rights of communities to access, manage, and conserve forest 
resources under the Forest Rights Act, 2006.

CFRMC – Community Forest Resource Management Committee
Committees formed by Gram Sabhas to manage forests under CFR, 
ensuring sustainable use and conservation.

FRA – Forest Rights Act, 2006
A law that recognizes the rights of forest-dwelling communities over 
land and resources they depend on.

MoTA – Ministry of Tribal Affairs
The nodal Government of India ministry overseeing FRA 
implementation and tribal policy.

FRC – Forest Rights Committee
Village-level committees constituted under FRA to process and verify 
community and individual claims to forest rights.

SDLC – Sub-Divisional Level Committee
An administrative body under FRA that reviews and forwards forest 
rights claims for approval.

DLC – District Level Committee
The highest authority under FRA at the district level, empowered to 
approve or reject claims.

Glossary 
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Our Ecosystem

Sahjeevan
Works with pastoralist and forest-dependent 
communities to secure rights, strengthen  livelihoods, 
and restore ecosystems in arid and semi-arid regions.

Centre for Pastoralism (CfP)
A national initiative advancing research, policy, and 
practice to support pastoralist systems, livestock 
breeds, and knowledge creation. 

Desi Oon Hub
A platform connecting herders, artisans, and markets 
to revive and promote India’s indigenous wool 
economy.

Living Lightly
A travelling exhibition and dialogue space showcasing 
the cultures, ecologies, and knowledge systems of 
pastoralist communities.

RAMBLE
Research and Monitoring in the Banni Landscape—
an open platform supporting research on the Banni 
grassland ecosystem, its pastoral communities, and 
their interlinked futures.

Charobar Foundation
Charobar Foundation is a community-led initiative 
in Kutch focused on restoring degraded grassland 
and thorn forest ecosystems, reviving indigenous 
wool and craft economies, and strengthening 
pastoral livelihoods through ecological and cultural 
regeneration.
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Rooted in thorn and soil, his thoughts travel skyward




